


Thinking about your next steps
Choosing what to do after your GCSEs can be a bit daunting, but don’t worry, we’re here 
to help. This guide will help you to identify what course/s and level is right for you. We also 
have Course and Student Advisers on hand, so if you need to speak to someone to discuss 
your options, please get in touch and we’ll be pleased to help.

Introduction

Our learning facilities
We provide a learning environment that is welcoming and inspiring for all of our students.
We have a newly refurbished industry standard catering training kitchen and a brand new 
restaurant for students to train in. We offer a fully functioning salon for our Hair and Beauty 
students, who will be able to offer services to external clients. Our brand new Technical Skills 
area was completed in September 2011, offering state-of-the-art equipment and facilities 
for our Construction, Electrical Installation, Cycle Mechanics and Motor Vehicle Maintenance 
students. Interested? Why not visit us at one of our Open Evenings, dates of which can be 
found on the back page of this booklet.

Offering you “The Full Mix” 			 
so you achieve your very best
Whatever you choose to do, Tower Hamlets College has a wide selection of courses and levels 
on offer. So whether you’re thinking about A Levels, vocational courses or apprenticeships, 
you’ll be sure to find something to suit you.

Here at Tower Hamlets College, we believe in giving our students what we call “The Full  Mix”. 
This gives you not only the qualifications, but also the skills and attributes required to progress 
to university, employment, or even to start your own business.

Why not get involved in our Students’ Union, sports teams or societies? Enjoy a vibrant college 
culture, take advantage of our central location in the East End and proximity to Canary Wharf, 
and access fantastic internship opportunities we have to offer at Tower Hamlets College.

OUR OVERALL SUCCESS RATE FOR SECOND YEAR 
STUDENTS IN 2010/11 WAS 75%
Our progression to university success 
rate for 2011/12 is 84%, compared to 77% 
in 2010/11, both of which are above the 
National Average.
Our students progress to lots of different universities, including:

University COLLEGE LONDON (UCL)

Greenwich University

University of East London (UEL)

Queen Mary, University of London

LANCASTER University
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Choosing the Right Course

We offer courses at all levels: 
Foundation Learning (Entry and Level 1)
Intermediate (Level 2)
Advanced (Level 3)

Choosing the right course can be diffi cult, 
and we always talk through your options 
with you carefully before you make any 
decisions. To make it a bit easier, we’ve 
outlined below the types of qualifi cations 
you can get and what progression routes 
are available.*

you shoulD never 
choose your course 
alone. Make sure 
you have spoken To 
eiTher your heaD 
of year, school 
careers coorDinaTor, 
connexions aDviser 
or course aDvisers 
aT ToWer haMleTs 
college.

  please check inDiviDual 
QualificaTions for enTry 
reQuireMenTs

The details were correct at the 
time of going to print and we 
aim to provide accurate and 
relevant information to inform 
your choices.  However, changes to 
provision since the printing of this 
may occur so please check details 
via www.tower.ac.uk

 5 or More gcses  
aT graDe a* To c

bTec firsT DiploMa

nvQ2/vrQ2

a levels

applieD as/a2 levels

nvQ3/vrQ3

apprenTiceship

bTec exTenDeD DiploMa

2 years

universiTy or 
eMployMenT

if you have goT...

WhaT nexT?

you coulD sTuDy...

for hoW long?

Entry
LevelEntry
LevelEntry
LevelEntry Level 1Level 1 Level2Level2 Level 3Level 3

feW or no  
gcse passes

inTroDucTory 
prograMMes

1 year

progress  
To level 1

several gcses  
aT graDes e To g

bTec DiploMa

nvQ1/vrQ1

founDaTion DiploMa

1 year

eMployMenT or 
progress To level 2

4 or More gcses  
aT graDe D

bTec level 1 DiploMa

nvQ1/vrQ1

bTec firsT DiploMa

nvQ2/vrQ2

higher DiploMa

apprenTiceship

1 year

eMployMenT or 
progress To level 3
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Graphic Design	 E 1 2 3

Hair and Beauty	 1 2 3

Health and Social Care	 E 1 2 3

History	 3

ICT	 3 E 1 2 3 A

Law	 3

Maths	 G 3

Maths (Further Maths)	 3

Media	 3

Motor Vehicles	 E 1 2

Multimedia	 E 1 2 3

pharmaceutical science	 3

Photography	 3

Physics	 3

Psychology	 3

Religious Studies	 3

Retail	 A

Science	 3 1 2 3

Sociology	 3

Statistics	 3

Teaching Assistant	 A

Accounting	 3 2

Administration	 A

Art and Design	 3 E 1 2 3

Biology	 3

BuILDING SERVICES	 2

Business	 3 E 1 2 3 A

Catering	 1 2 3

Chemistry	 3

Childcare/Early Years	 E 1 2 3

Communication & Culture	 3

Computing	 3 2

Construction MULTISKILLS	 E 1

Customer Service	 A

Cycle Mechanics	 1 2

Economics	 3

Electrical Installation	 2

English Language	 G

English Language and Literature	 3

English Literature	 3

ESOL (ESOL can be studied alongside many courses. Please talk to a Course Adviser.) 

Film Studies	 3 2 3

Government and Politics	 3

Below is the list of courses available. For full details please go to our website.

Courses at a Glance

The details were correct at the time of going to print and we aim to provide accurate and relevant information 
to inform your choices.  However, changes to provision since the printing of this may occur so please check 
details via www.tower.ac.uk

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS AND  
WORKBASED VRQ/ITEQ/NVQ

E  = Entry  1  = Level 1  2  = Level 2  3  = Level 3

G  = GCSEs 
3  = A LEVELS
A  = APPRENTICESHIPS
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This publication is also available in 
large print and other formats. 
Please contact the marketing Department on 
020 7510 7563 if you require this service.

Tower Hamlets College, Poplar High Street, London E14 0AF			 
Bus routes: 15, 115, D6, D7, 277, 309, 108 					   
Docklands Light Rail (DLR): Poplar (5 mins) 					  
Limited meter parking

OPEN EVENINGS

Wednesday 16 November 2011 5pm - 7pm

Wednesday 8 February 2012 5pm - 7pm

Wednesday 20 June 2012 5pm - 7pm

Text ‘options’ to 88020	
Call 020 7510 7777 		
Go to www.tower.ac.uk


